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To be moſt Excellent in its ſelf, and Ne- 
ceſſary to Us. 


— 


—_—— 
_ A - 
6 
oY \ 


—__ 


By &. 4. 


] O H'N Xvi. 
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ly true GOD, and TED CHRIST, whom, Ab 
thou baſs ſent: | 4 . 
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ö # I am prevail d upon to Publiſh this Diſcourſe, ſo it if 
8 


principaly for your ſake and ſervice, in whoſe Churches 
I bawe labour d in City, aud Country. with deſire, i 


= may obtain with many, more elaborately. to Study the Rv. 


ledge of God, who alone is the End and Happineſs of Man 
And as God is the Sum of all Beauty and Excellency, they 
is not any thing fitter to he Lamented in our days. than that 
wilfull Ignorance of him which Men generally affect io liv in, 
eonſidering, the mi[chiefs and miſery, that Ignorance of Gid is 
productive of, which among ff many, are Profaneſs, and Rebel. 
lion, Popery and Slawery _. $ | N 
Mie are deeply ſanſible, that GOD. the Great Go vernour 0 
the World, has ſent us a-King (a Mun after his own Heart) 
the Man of our deſire, who is determin'd to Rule for the giol 
of all bis People. Of which bis Mild and Gentle Government 


3.4 
h. 


*. 


T. H 


eee ddt 


4 * * * * * * K * M N M M EE M M EEE EE „ M „ * * * 
$A HEH EH HHH INIT $$$%*%%%%%%%' 


Döbberin 
THE ROYAL CHARGE. 


8 


— 


2 


* 


5 A 8 
SER M O N. 
PROVING 


The Knowledge of God, moſt Excellent in its 
| ſelf, and Neceſſary to Us. 


From x CHROMN. xxviii, 9. 


And thou Solomon, my Son, know thou the GOD of 
thy Father, and ſerve him, &c. | 


lere is not any thing which the _ -_- 
l-genious among the Sons and 
2 Daughters of Men, do naturally 

chirſt after more, then know 
ledge. But as it was with our 
Fieſt Parents under the Charms 

of a guilded Temptatien, fo it 

is the folly and miſcry of Mor- 
tals, that they are by Nature proud to purſue the 
knowledge of things, that are of no great worth, 

while they negle& that, which only is Neceſſary 
and excellent, which is, the Knowledge of God, 

even cgat which is recommended in our Words tg 
Solomn, and in him to every one of us, know thou 

be God of thy Father, 
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IN the Context you have a Relation of on; 
of the moſt great and glorious: A//emblies that we 
ever read * (right Noble and Honourable) the 
King, his Princes, the Attendants of his Roy: 
Perſon, his Treaſurers, the Officers of his Houſ: 
hold with the Captains of his Army, his Gener1l; 
the Mighty and the Valiant as verſ. 1. Then yo 
have that which is well worthy of Note, ande 
nough to ergage our moſt Awful regard and d 
ligent attengion,and that is, The King turning Prez 
cher, vers 2. Where you have his poſture, he uu; 
which was doubtleſs an Expreſſidn both of his re 
verence of God, and reſpect to his Auditory.Th:n 

vou have 67s Compeliations, my Brethren, my Pele 
ſignifying his great Affection, and a grateful (cl; 
of the Lords intention, in advancing him above 
'em all, which was not, that he ſhould treat them, 
as Sla ves and Vaſſals,as ſome others from bad pꝛrir- 
Ciples, and as bid councels have moſt apparently 
done, to the great damage, as well of theniſelves, 
as of their People; but to Govera 'em, with the 
Love and Heart of a Brother. It being the Will 
Peut. of God, that Kings ſhould not he lifted up by Pile, 
*, 20. under their high Advancement, but that they 
ſhould be fill'd with an Affectionate concern for 
the Weal and Intereſt of their People, and ther- 
Fon." by to prove themſelves, The Minifters of GOD fo 
4, good to them ; As David appear'd to be, by his In- 
timate and Pathetick Expreſſions, My: Brethren, my 
People. And who in Britain will not praiſe the 
God of Heaven, for giving us a King (David like, 
a Man after bis own Heart) who reckons upon the 
Preregative ſafſe and ſecure, in nothing more, than 
in maintaining his People their Rights and Privis 
tedges. Let vs thereſore pray, that God would con- 
tinue, to make him no leſs Pious than David, and 
his beloved Son, no leſs Wiſe than Selzmon, but 
more conſtant. in ſerving the Lord, than Sl 
was. 10⁰ 

” F 


Wo a¹˙, F teller and Neceſſary. 
O have then, the Sermon it ſelf, which the 
Royal Prophet and Preacher delivered. It is not 
long, but very copious, and full of Divine and Ex- 
cellent matter. It may be divided into three parts, 
, A very grateful Reflection, on ſomething 
;M paſt, or a Relation of what God had done for him, 
Above all bis Fathers Houſe, in chooſing bim to fill up 
che Throne, and ro be King for ever, vers 4. Alſo, 
i ſomething which David had determin'd to do for 
God, and that was, To build theLord aHouſe for the Ark 
1M of the Covenant, vers 2. From whence obſerve, That 
nis the Property of the truly Vertuous, and Inge- 
nious, for whom God hath done much in a way 
of Mercy, to reſolve on doing what they cin for 
God, in a way of Duty, if God promotes them to 
honour, they will honour bim. | 

Bur, tho' David was thus bravely determin'd in 
love to God, and to advance his Intereft, yet, the 
Lord diſmiſſes him from that fervice, and the rea- 
ſon why he denies nim the honour of ſuch a per- 
formance; was, Becauſe be bad been 4 Man of Var, 
ind had ſhed blood, vers 3. And from hencz we may 
Note, That there is not any ſo capable of doing 
the Lord great and good ſervice, nor any whom 
the Lord chuſes there:o, rather, then Men' of 
peace. | 

Bur, tho' God forbad Drzvid to build his Houſe 
on that Account, yet, he fo kindly accepted his 
good intention, that he would employ his Son So- 
bmon, whom he had choſen to fucceed him on the 
Throne, To build his Houſe and Courts, which the 
Lord had diſcover'd unto bim; yea more, 7has 
be had cheſen Solomon 70 be his Son, and that God | 
himſelf ond be bis Father; who further ſays, 1 
wil EfFabhiſh bis Kingdom for ever. If he be conſtant 
Io my Commandments and Tudgements, as at thi! 
lay, verf. 5 6, 7. Secondly, Something is propoſed 
by David the Kingly Preacher, to be ee e 

| On 


.. "The-Knowledge of G 
done by this Honourable. and Auguſt Aſſembly, 
. which he gives in charge to them, with the grea- 
teſt Solemnity, and that is, That they ſeck for, and 
: keep. all the Commandments of the Lord their God, and 
as that is a Duty of the higheſt moment, ſo he en- 
forces it by Arguments moſt pregnant and en- 
dearing, as ſuch a courſe moſt directly tends, not 
only to their. own Weal and Tranquility, but as 
thereby, they will lay a good foundation for theic 
Children allo, and therefore he adds as a Reifon 
hy they ſhould ſeek, and keep his Command— 
ments, That. ye may poſſeſs this good land, and leave it 
for an Inheritance for your Children after eu, for ever, 
verſ. 8. Then more particularly he offers ſome- 
ching to his Son Solomon to be obſerved by him, 
which are the things contain'd in the.gth and roth 
Verſes. Thereupon, Thirdly, You have a diſtribu- 
tion of the Materials, and David's particular di- 
rections to his Son Salomon, in Order to his pertor- 
ming and fulfilling this Sec vice, of Building the 
Lord a Houſe, whereunto he was choſen. From 
the roth Verſe to the end. For which purpoſe there 
is not any thing more requiſite. for him to obſerve 
and do, than what is propos d in the text, which 
is the knowledge of God, for while Men are ignorant 
of him, they will not be careful to pleaſe, nor ſtu- 
dious to ſerve him. And therefore, Thou Solowm 
2 San, know thou the God of thy Father, and [cru 
him. 
The Words are Davids Directory to his Son So 
Tompn, or they. contain a folemn charge of a Roy 
and loving Father, to a choſen and beloved Son: 
The thing given in Charge, or the Duty c1joyn' 
4s of the higheſt Moment and Conſequence in the 
World, to all ranks of Perſons, Know thou the Gd 
of thy Father, and ſerve bim. By which phraſe we 
have David propoſing to Selomon, as alſo, to out 
own Study and knowledge, the only true God, 
he alone is worthy of our Service, 


Aff Excillent Id Niteſſry. 


be ſerved, and that is, With @ perfett, and wit- 


God with, David here requires us, to ſerve him 


with alacrity, being ready like tlie Angels of Hea- 


NEXT follows, the manner, how;God muſt- 


ling mind, as if he had ſaid, with our whote heart, 
not as Ifrael did, whoſe beart was divided, which 
was their great fault, but with an entire and un- 
divided Soul and Aﬀe&ion: The ſame heart 
which our Bleſſed Saviour requires us to love 


3 99 ; . Y Mat, 
with, And a willing mind, that is cheerfully; and 11,37 


ven, to put in Execution whatſo:ver the Lord 
hath given us Commandment for. Gods will muſt 
not be diſputed, but done by us, wichout either 
Murmuring' or Whimpering. We muſt not move 

in the way of duty dumpiſhly, and heavily, like 

the ſtup id Ox, that needs the Goad, or the dull 
Horſe that wants the Spur, to quicken him: but 
with readineſs of mind. God values not the Ser- 
vice that is hal'd and forc'd from us, but that which 
preceeds from integrity of heart, and willingneſs + 


"NM of mind, is, what he regards and accepts. 
de The Arguments by which David enforces the 
Duty as a Father on Solomon his Son, and as Gods 


ich Miniſter, on every one of us, are taken. Firſt, 


ut from Gods Omniſcience, his perfect knowledge and 
tu-Nunderſtanding of all things, even thoſe which lye 


hid and covered quite out of the fight of Men. Fer 1 Sa. 
rv the Lord ſearcheth all hearts,and underſtandeth the Ima xvi, 7. 


dination of every thought. This is peculiar to him, 
So. Wwhoſe property it is, and his only, to know the 
yal bearts of all the Children of Men. By this David 


home, than abroad, as truly Religious and virtu- 
dus in Private, as we appear to be in Publick, 


G9 ihat we be uniform and all of a piece. Ic is gran- 


out 
d, 45 


truth, 


* 
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1 Kings 
viii, 39. 
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notably cautions us, that we bs No leſs zealous ar - 


ted, by ſhew and appearance we may deceive ons - 
another, and by putting on a Chriſtian guize, we -- 
my” paſs for wile Virgins with Men, when as in- 


* 
* 
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Tia Knbwledgd, of GOD. 


truth, if we be not ſigoerely pious, God who ſear- 


ches the heart, does right well know that we are 
but fooliſh ones, Hypocrites and Pretenders, His 
piercing Rye looks through every Viſard into the 
ſecret; receſſes of: the Soul. He knows whether we 
be ſincete or no. Fhere's no Impoſing on him, ke 
cannot be deceiv'd. The | 
Setond Argument is taken from tha great Pri- 
viledge and happineſs that will attend us, in the 
way of our duty, and on the other hand; f;om the 
gteatneſs of the miſery, in; caſe; we diſobey the 
Lord, either by Committing things he hath. for- 
bidden us to do, or wilfully omitting thoſe. he has 
Commanded, If thou feek him, that is, if thou ſeek 
him only, kezrtily, humbly, fiducially, reſolved- 
ly and conſtantly, then he. mill be found by thee, i, e. 
He will kear thy Prayers, grant thy Requeſts, he 
will guide and counſel thce; he will, aid and 


ſtrengthen thee, he will Confirm and Eftabl.ſh. 


thee, (and thy Kingdom for ever); yea, he will 
crown thee with the Blic{lings of his fayour, and 
make thee proſperous and happy. But on the 
contrary; If. :bau farſale bim, that is, If thou ſoc- 
ſake his Law, his Houſe; his appointed ſervice, or 
if thou quitteſt and forſakeſt Religion and Piety 
in the courſe. of thy life, by running retrogade, 
giving way to Sin, Prophaneſs,and Impiety wu ich 
is a for{iking-of God, He will caſt thee off for ever. 
He will caſt chee out af his love and favour, defy 
thee his bleſſed Procectien, withold from thee the 
goal of his bleſſing, leave thee to the Conduct of 
thy own heart, to walk in the way of thine eyes, 
till at Tait he pulls up the Flood gates of his wrath, 
lets fall the deluge of dis Vengeance! upon thee, 
making: thee. unhappy and miſereb e for ever. Theſe 
things L adviſe thce of, and molt ffectionately 1 
exhort and charge thee, Nay, I deſite & fecom: 
mend to these my Son, (my Pl.pic, my 1 

ö 0m 


my ew 


e.. = 


__ "Mi Bxelort. ind Nisan, 5 
from my own experience of the way pow Juſtice, 
the Goodneſs and Severity of the Lord, as that 
which above all other things is moſt worthy hy 
ſerious and conſtant regard, which is, to ſtudy 
labour to know the God of thy- Father, and to ſer ve 
lim. The Knowledge of God, being Neceſſary to 
thy ſerving him, and the Knowledge of his Na- 
== and Will, is requiſke to thy ſerving him a- 
right. - 7H ff! T2: | 
But deſigning in this/Diſcourſe to confine my 
ſelf, to treat on the Knowledge of God, reſerving 
the. ſervice due unto him, as the Subject of ano- 
cher Diſcourſe, I therefore propound by way of 
K MObſervation.. * | 


* hat, of all Knowledge attainable in 


0 ; A. this W orld, by the Sons and Daughters 
4 MDoR. -< of Men, To know God is moſt Incumbent 
h. on us as it is moſt excellent in it ſelf, and 


neceſſary to Us. 


e That it is Incumbent on all, both us Prince and 

1:- Teople, is certain; As God alone is a ſuitable and 

or ſufficient good, and as Protection, Eſtabliſhment 

und Proſperity flows purely from his Favour. And 
if all true happineſs ſtands ia the-Knowledge and 

Enjoyment of him, and of him only, as our Bleſ- 

led Saviour intimates,” ſaying, This 4s Eternal Life, Job. 


to know t hee, the only true God, and Felus Cbriſt,whons xvii, 38 
che bea baſt ſent, The knowledge of other things are 
: of ¶ not fo abſolutely neceſſary as Men Imagine, it ig 
zes Amoſt indifferent, whether we do, or not, know 
ach, Nhe things, that be moſt in Vogue, and eſteem'd 
ce, Nnoſt Excellent in this World, as Arts and Science, 
dels Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, and the like. There's no 


y | Wrfecflity we ſhauld. know the things of Nature, fo 
am- lay. open and unfold the Myſteries of them. 


„% char we-ſhould undeoſtande the Heavenly Bo- 


nom E 


B 


Jios, 


vin dhe eKerciſe bf dur Underſtanding; beſides; 
. .  weloofe che pleaſure and ſutis faction, which ariſes 


ce below dne dcp of poor petiſhing and 
8 | | — 


dtec m to be uble AA to; deſtribe their quali. 


bath diſtig 


ane of dur enn 


n l f b 


r Motion and Oparation. A Man may bei 
ofopher; & Phiſtetan , and x Polifician, yea, 1 
Man may de a Seit wah er Do@or)very skilfull 
and knowing in the. Cettbr of the Scriptures, he 
may Parraphraſt leurnedly, and diſcoarſe excel. 
lently on chem, and for all that, may be as Tgno WM 


Wir Marion and ene to give Account of 


rant of God, as the learn'd and prejudic'd Phati- . 


{ves were of Chfiſt, Which perſonally dwelt . 
mongſt them, and gave em Ocular and Undenir 
ble piofs of his being the Ser af God. And tho 
theſe ture parts, and e eeIent àcꝗuiftements have 
been, and ſtill are (too often) milapply'd:* Yet no 
Man can ſuppoſe that God hath not furniſh'd him 
with a Capacity of knowing him, en whom the 


Knowledge of Cod is enjoyd'd: ' No, herein Hci 


ranks of Ns Parthty Workmanſhip, in giving to 
him a mind and underſtanding rightly to conceive 
of, and to know him under thoſe diſcoveries Þ h 
mad in theMecholls of his Grace, to make of 
imſelf ware us, provided that Prejudice and Un- 
belief, prevail got upon us; to miilaply and abuſe 
the abilities he hath given us. I confeß, a total 
wantof Knowledge in the things of Nature, is 2 
defetas thereby we live below the Improvement, 


from ingenuou converſation; But mort to know 
God yaderthe meanes he affords, and the capacity 
he math given as; is both firiful and penal. For 
To neglect c know him, is, to treat the ever 
blefted Gd wich the grrateſt Sight and Contempt 
we are capable. This would be t proclaim hin 

| efer and account of 
Sher things more thankim,' and to fink che Crea. 


gui vetween Man, and all other . 


which is g es 
= between x Ws; ws, 


I 
h be 
40 as rains he 15 


ane they <4; ph . 5 7 
ud cen how 1 va e wi mg iv; 
Wir, (wt ſan.z0 li live lee the | 
edge of LEOOW got. 
Aga is Knowledge of God, od, is; 

ra get hr to 5 ee 
s thereby we ur dignify d. an excelle 

6 below. chat.gf jhe ea Ns ef P fy Is does » 
ot any e ee leh Kh, 25 es 

. 1 9 7 wheeefare ſays Dawn 

1/2, 4, 


Aut, that 2 5 e . ur. 
ing. But it fipks us oh er res us to * 


wore. ſordid than the e 
t, and ſuch who feed t 


. Tbe Stork knoweth fer? 
» ke. Crane, and the $ | __— 

* amg. berech or:Man. get to know ghe len is 

org, may fill both Heaven and Earth with Walt 


| 80 
e anaffe@ed Ignorance of. Golda licewos 


elves, to go on in our evil ways and dgings 
hoe ,FpnGole,,than which, real not any 


ung more fool deſpetate that 
2 but 1 is 199.8503 4 ground 4 


why 
en, axe ſo; fr frujtfull;in Sin 3 gente Why;do 
Ken o multiply their tran greflions 2 4 bound. with 


yr in theic. Std PHE forth 2175 
apes e os Pra 


mae as it 0 that a the on . 
pig d int to he, 
WY, Kh ene the fon 0 the Lord, there 75 * 


no 3+ 


no other” reaſon to be rendred, and that önly, the 
Lord Affignes of Iſraels running around in Sin. 
And the Apoſtle expresty tells us: That F an 
Mer Sint i. e. by Choice and with Aflowance, let 
his Profeflion and Appearance be what it will, . 
n ö G. 
Once more; not to know God, is to run our 
ſelves upon the pikes, as an affected and wilful Ig. 
norance of God is deſtructtve and-damning. If we 
prove ſo bafe, as to refuſe to know him in th: 
Methods of his Grace and Mercy, he will tum 
our Sin botli in its guilt and puniſument upon us, 
by refuſing to know, i. e. to approve us, and wil 
make us to know him in the methods of his wrath 
Lei. and fury. For of Hrael, he ſays, they are @ Peoyl: 
N of no Underſtanding, therefore he that made them vil 
not have mercy on then, aul be that formed them, vil 
_ . ſhew them no Favour: But wo to them whom Gol 
will not Favour, ſuck he will not endure in his 
refence. No, he will baniſh them his Courts, caſt 
„ em on the Billows of his Wrath, and at once be 
7 avenged on them for ever, V ben Chrift- ſhall be re 
ea in flaming Fire, to take wengeance on all whi 
Fee not God, an that - obey not the Goſpel of Jeſi 
Cbeiß. Thus it appears: to be the Duty of all, tc 
know God, whatſoever rank they are of, whethet 
A or People. The Method we ſhall proctec 
I. To inquire, what this Royal and Holy Man 
David means, by knowing God, or what the'know 
ledge of God Import?;ʒ·ñ; x 
* 2 I. To lay open the Excellency ofthis Kno- 
| | ge. * 3 . 4 f , | 
III. To ſnew on what accounts the Knowledg! 
of God is neceſſary to us. And conclude with 
Reflection or two. + Hut 
| ws I. By knowing God, David cannot intend a pe 
eil knowledge, to know-him in his Perfon 4! 


Fob. 
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S. reno AY we tm cy ot tes 
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oe 


| car} never be poſſible to 4 finite Creatute, tho per- 
KElyhappy,tully and perfectly to know him, hQ 


„ Excellent and Neceſſary 8 13] 
Eſſe hee, as we know one another by frequent con- 
yerſe, and diſtinct views we have of the Features 
of each other. We have no ſuch knowledge- of 
Men, who * reſide in the remote, and unknown 
parts of the World, whom we neither have ſeen, - 
nor can ſee ; much leſs of Bleſſed Angels im Hea- 
yen, and "leaſt of all can we thus know God, the 
Cteator of thoſe bleſſed Spirits; whoſe PerfeRtions 
and Excellencies raiſe him fo far above concepti- 
on, as that neither Men, nor Angels can bythe 
moſt diligent ſearch, find bim out unte Perfection. Job xi, 
For ſo reſplendent is his Glory, that they cannot 4: 8. 
behold it, but do cover their Fates "with" their Wings _ 975 
Therefore, ſuch knowledge (at leaſt in this Life) 
is too high for us, ſinceſhe hath ſaid, No man ſhall gi. 
ſee my face, and live. So, that to know God in xxxiii, _ - 
this ſenſe is not made our duty in the Text: 20. 
Nor wuſt we underſtand that David, by know- 
ing the Lord intends, that we (hould know him 
perfectly and fully. Tis more poſſible, a Man 
ſheuld number the Stars of Heaven, and graſp tlie 
Waters of the vaſt Ocean in his fiſt; than that he 
mould attain to a full and perfect knowledge of 
him, who is Infinite, Incomprehenſible, and whoſe 
Excellencies have exalted bim above al Heavens. To 
know God thus, is what St. Paul never pretended 
to, tho' enabled with extraordinary Revelations; 
who tells us, that our fight and-knowledge of him 
here, it but in part, and that we ſee but through 4 glaſs * Wi 
dirkly;” Tis true, in Heaven bleſt Souls will have 
a more full and clear ſight of him, yet, there 'we 
cannot know him fully.” So far as our enlarged 
Capacity ſhall enable us then to know him, we 
mall, as then we ſhall in an open Viſton ſee bim 1 5h. 
a: be . Which knowledge will be perfect as toi? . 
us; becauſe' we are not capable of more. But it 


2 . 
is 


is Infinite, and therefore unknowable in the Glory 
of his Ellence and Pecfections, to any but hithſelf. 
But, tho God is not to be known by us in the 
foregoing particulars, yet ac is doubtleſs poſſible to 
us, to know God, elle to know him muſt ceaſe to 
be our Duty. For ſoguſt and gracious is He, as 
not to make ally thing Mans Duty, which he can- 
not by his preſent. Abilities pertorm,nar by that 
further ſtrength and Ability, he has promiled to 
give to thoſe that wait upon him. And therefore 
to know God in the Senſe of our Text, may im- 
pott theſe 4 things at leaſt. 1 
1. Firmly and ſtedfaſtly to believe the Being 
and Exiſtance of God, who, tho' he cannot be 
known perfectly, Yet there is ſuch a knowledge 
of him attainable, as is neceſſary to all, and is ve- 
„ ry guſtfall to a Pious Soul. Know God, i. e. be- 
Vr l lie ve for in Scripture Knowledge and belief is of. 
Reb, xi, ten one and the lame thing. Settle thyfſelf there- 
6. ſore in a firm perſwaſion of ſuch ,a Being, Faith 
will believe what the Eye doth not fee, and fix 
V. 3. on him who is Inviſible. For chr Faith we under- 
Land (or know) ibat the Worlds were framed by the 
Word of God. And here we may obſerve, (1) By 
Faith we know that there is a God«(2) That by his 
Word it is, that the Worlds are made. Therefore 
ſince Faith is ſo very Excellent and.Uſeful, what- 
ever thou looſeſt, ſuffer not thy ſoul to be ravag d 
of thy Faith. It is better to looſe a Crown, than 
to looſe thy. Faith. As it is by Faith only we can 
| know God, and that father in believing there is 
ſuch a Being, than from any knowledge we have, 
or account we can give of his Eſſenge. 
2. Know God, chat is, maintain apprehenſions 
.- every, Way ſuitable to the Revelation and diſcove- 
ries, he hath given us of himſelf, which are ſuffici- 
ent to furniſh us with a knowledge of him, View 
him ia his works and wwe ſhall oon When e 
| | | APIS 
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, Extillent and Neceſſary, 
know' that every thing was made by him, not on- 
ly from the admirable Character of himſelf ſtampt 
on Every individual of them, but from the great 
variety of things, and that perfect and exact order 
in which all are made, which duly conſidered, muſt 
needs convince; and force us to confeſs, that leſs 
than Infinite Wiſdom could not frame, nor leſs 
than Almighty Power could produce all into Be- 
ing. His workes ate a demonſtration of his Exi- 
ſtance ; For ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt, The Heavens 
declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth biz 


4 An. 


NO : G. OS © 


his Word, more fully than by his works, tho' by 
the ſerious view and thought of his works we may 
come to know that there is a God, the Auchor of 
e. chem, (as the Heathen did) and as our Apoſtle ar- 


Ff. x'x, 


. 4 


handy Mork. Further, he hath diſcovered himſolf in | 


f. Waves, That every bouſe is built by ſome man, but he that geb. iti 3 


. l all things is God. Yet they cannot help us co 4. 


any certain Idea of him, further than that he is 
an Infilitaly wife, and all Powerful Being. Where- 
ſore, the Philoſophers when they knew God, they glo- 


nations. But his Word, as it is a more 

is knowledge of himſelf, by which as in © mirrour 
re Ne may take a View of the perfe&ion; of his Na- 
t- Jure. And that he did not only eceate, but upholds, 
dat he is a very kind and univerſal Benefactor, 
n ho, cloaths and feeds all ranks of Creatures, from 


- | | D Rem. i, 
1% d bim not as God, but became vain in their Imaęi- 4 
FNellem z. 


19. 20, 


n Mie higheft Prince to tlie very Inſe&, yea, that he 
is very gracious to poor Sinners, ready to forgive, 


e, Nad not only willing, but deſirous to be reconcil's, 


hat we might be happy in his blesfing and favour. 


s , Know him in the Emana ions, and flow- 


e- forth of hi«grace and goodneſs towards thee,. 


i 2 33 tolove and praife him, this is to know him to 
w eorpoſe. The Heathen may know him in his works, 
d rokeſſors may have a more excellent knowledge 
W ita by "tis Word, more enligmtening, who W 


. 
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all that, may be under the Dominion of Satan, and 
may have no more ſenſe of God upon their hear, 
than a Parrot hath underſtanding in the things he 
is taught to ſpeak of. But to. know God in the 
power of his Grace, conquering in us all averſion 
to himſelf, making us ready and: willing to ſerve 
him, to taſte the ſweetneſs.of his Fruites, to retain 
the reliſhes of his Love, ſtreamindy forth in the 
S, manifold ble ſſings of it, is to know him: for our 
ccni. ii, ſelves. This will diſpaſe us wich the Church, 7 
2 {i down. under his ſhadow with great K. — And even 
ob, * force us, as in a rapture, to ſay, as Themas did up- 
on Chriſts condeſcending to his weekneſs, 4 
Lord, & my God. It is very ſad to. conſider the many 
and valuable Bleflings, God dayly beſtous on Men, 
who enjoy them, and generally abuſe themſelves 
in the uſe of them, without regarding him from 
. whom they come, or the tribute due unto him for 
them, like Swine that eat up the Acrons but look 
not to the Tree that drops them. But to know 
God in the Senſations of his gaodneſs, and co love 
and praiſe him for them, is both our duty and pri- 
viledge. 5 i ne... 14 
4. Know him, in his Righteous Dominion, 
which Entitles him to an uadoubted, and ſole 
right of diſpenſing. Laws, and appointing ordinan 
ces for hisown Worſhip and ſervice, and to a U 
niverſal Obſeryance of them, for any under what 
pretext ſoever, to change his Ordinances, is bold 
ly to invade his Dominiong, to break in upon hit 
prerogative, and to ſnatch away that branch of i 
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thar is Inſeparable from his Soveraignty. Earth) 6 
| - Princes, will not endure to be touched. in woe 
ads they are ſo render of, and tho ſome have preW; 
* Jumed, thus to deal with God (by a power then 

never receiv'd from him) yet how they will ac — 

count with him for ſuch. preſumption is worth gl 


-of conſideration, and may caution others: 2 t 
J f | | Side 8 . ture 


* 


futile. Therefore acknowledge him: to be t¹² SD 
wereign Lord, ſa as to obey and ſerve him, by a — 
adlightful Application of thy ſelf, to do his whole, — 
pleaſure, wo hath a more juſt claim to ther, and 
thy bomage, than thou my Son, (as: we may un- | 
9 i or any Prince Whatever 2 
dan make to the Obſetvance of their People. So- = 
hellen, remember," God hath choſen chee, to the - i 
ur Honour and Dignicy of ſucceeding me in the 
7,0 Throne, and he only can Eſtabliſh thee, and thy 
Kingdom, be fetteth up, and cafteth down Princes Pſalm 
1 bin Pleaſure, If chou honopreft him, he will ga- Cl, ia- 
nion these from evil, and make thee: and thy Peg- 
ple proſperous. But if thou neglecteſt and forſa- 
keſt him, he will ſhake thy confidence, beſiege 
thee with dangers, and that which is worſe, He _ 
will caſt chee off for ever. Therefore my Son, know © _ 
thou the God of thy Father, I proceed dong Ms 5 
- Secondly. To ſhew you that this knowledge of 
God is moſt Excellent in it ſelf. Whatever we e- 
ſeem excellent, we are apt to acquaint ourſelves 
with, and buſy our ſelves about, and the true rea- 
on hy Men ſet fo little by the Knowledge of 
God, is, they. make no account of him, He is not 
incheir-Efteem, but contrary wiſe, they contemn © 
20d treat him as unworthy of their regard, which - YZ 
doubtleſs: muſt be the fruit of Ignorance and Fol Y 
Wy. But let Men in their madneſs think, and ſayy : 
what they will, cis certain the Knowledge of God - 1 
D which we ſhall demanſtrate by 7 
Tf Ye. ee eee eee 
* 1 ͤ 3 Got, ax 1 655 
Rot whom we may lay as Moſes. in his Seng, „„ 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongft the Gods, who 1 - 
like thee; Nat one in Heaven or Earth fit co he Pn 
compared to him, as he infinitely exceeds all, in kein 
eat and good. Me is che Ori- . 


ine thing both | I 
ee ee and Admire —=— 
7 £13 © | | 


ble 
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4 1 Jun. neſs, not only as he is the Original of all, Fron 
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3 Tie "Rnowledgi of n 
ble in the Angels of Heaven, in Men and Mo- 
narchs on Earth, it is but a drop, a beani, a Ray 
that proceeds from him who is the fountain of all, 
He is ſupream to all in Purity and Holineſs which 
is his Cron and glory. The farther any Being 
is from Sin (which only is Evil in it ſelf) the more 
excellent is that being, therefore the Bord tranſ- 
z San. cends all others, of Whom Hannab truly ſaid; There 
% 2. i, me Holy as the Lord. Tho' Angels and good 
MNlen are Holx in their meaſure, yet it falls Infi- 
nitely ſhort of His, yea, the“ higheſt | holineſs of 
© © Creatures, is nothing in compariſon of Gods per- 
fect purity, who in their Anthems ſung to his ho- 
Rev. nour, affirm and ſay, Thet thou only art boly, i. e. 
* Abſolutely and Uochangeable Hoy: 
Adar Alſo, he excells all others in Wiſdom and Un- 
18. derſtanding, he knows every thing knowable at 
Iſai. xli, once, whether paſt preſent; or to come, and ſuch 
22, 23, Knowledge is peculiar to him. He knows the 
plots of the Wicked, how to defeat the moſt ſubtile 
and Crafty, and to deliver the Godin out of Tempta- 
„ Tena, heexcels all others in might and power, 0 
{ard Lord God of Hoſts (ſays David) who'is a ſtrong Lord 
8. like unto thee, To whom there is not any thing 
Ger. hard or difficult, much leſs too hard for him, who, 
31 his Fiat, Commanded into Being whatſoever 
2% he pleaſed, tumbled Legions of Apoſtate Angels 
Pſalm Out of Heaven, binds them in Chains, and his E- 
xxxiii,6 nemies in Fetters of Iren. He caſetb dun tht 


3 Mighty from their Seats, and exalteth them' of low 6 
52. 


Nay, he excels all others in Mercy and good: 
119. whom, as St. James ſaith, comerb every good 4 
F, Perfect gift. But as he is Univerſally good, goo! 
9 to all, to Saints and Sinners, to Friends and Ene: 
mies, all are partakers of his bounty, He 9 
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* 8 . 
Sinners, pardons the Penitent, takes him into fa- 
|. our, carraſes him with his Embraces, kiſſes him 


h (as it were) with. the kiſſes of his Mouth, 'where- 
by he aſſures Pious Souls, that ere long he will 
talſe them to glory. In a word, and that which 
ſweetens all, is, that he is immutably good. An- 
gels are not ſo abſolute, but they may change, 
and who knows not, but Men do change and al- 
ter but God cannot; no, Tie goodneſs of the Lord nl 
endures: fer eber. And as in theſe, ſo lie tranſcends Pin. 
all in truth and faithfulneſs; Who, by way of di- vn, 9. 
o- BY ftintion and Eminence is called the fairbful God, Pſalm 
e. whoſe fairbfulneſs reacheth to the Heavens, Men are vi, 

often deceitful, perfidious, and falſe, nay, a Bro- 
ther is not to be truſted in, but if the Lord pro- 3. K. 
— he will perform. He is faithful that hath pro- 23. p 
mit. er ac 6508 | 
Zeſides, what can recommend the Excellehcy 
of God more to us, than that he is propoſed the 
Object of the Knowledge of all, yea, of thoſe 
Men, whom Providence has placed in the higheſt 
form, and made Kings, and Gods (as it were) 
1 too, and over others in this World, amongſt, 
ng whom, there is not any good, and Wiſe enough, 
0% who know not God, as the knowledge of him 
et moſt: powerfully reſtrains Men from the Extrava- 
els ncies they are prone to. Solomon when he re- 
E. us d to know, (or rather to retain the knowledge 
th of) che Lord in his mind, he gave up himſelf to know 
4 Madneſs and Folly, which he frankly confeſſed, and 

that the moſt perfect knowledge of things under 
od the Sun, while the Knowledge of God is negle- 
on ed, is no better than Madneſs, producing little 
8 elſe chen grief and ſorrow. Eccl. i; 13.to the end, 
e II. The: Knowledge of God is Excellent from 
ne dhe delight he takes in it, it is one part of his Ex- 
cellancy to take pleaſure only in what is fo, and 
Among all things that bear that Character, and | 
Funn are 
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* The Rebwledgd of don 
ate accoulted Excellent. I know not any thing, 
ſaye the Righttons Life, and Maritmious Death 
of Chriſt, that God is mare delighted in, and plea- 
fed with, than the Knowledge of hiefelf, nay, the 
— F of himſelf, wat, what he had next at 
heart, as he made the Life aud Deathi of the ever 
Bleſſed: Jeſus, a means to effact it in the World, 
here there it not any thing excellent, in compari- 
ſian ol char. Not tb Sacriffces of: Bleſs; mur e blood 
mm of: Fed Beaſts, wat Incaſe: fhom: Sheba," or faves 
Care from s far Country, nay the moſt coſtly ſacri- 
fſtces, the paiaful frrices, and whole bunt offe- 
Rings, are trial, and of no account with him, 

EF Hoſ. vd, Who ſays, I difire Mercy, and not” ſauriſer, and the 
6. _ knowledge of God mne t has lurut Offerings; : ©/1 WIS! 
| III. it u moſt Excellent, as it is not only de- 
lüghtful to God, but moſt pleaſing and guſtſul to 


Eccl.xi, the Soul, for if as the wiſe: Man tells: us; That it; 
7" 8 pleaſdnt thing to bebold the light, Which Men have 
com »:Apecially when they have been long 
con d to 2 n, 3nd tis Sum hath caſt its 


5 beam inte it thot” but three aiſmalt-cievis, how 
«they daaw-nigb unto: it, as that which is moſt de- 
lighifaband.refrefhiog? Much more, when, a poor 
dinner has bean Long in the dathneſs of a fiofull 
Rate, and hath the beams of Spiritual light and 
knowledge ſniaiag into tbe Soul, diſocvering its 

own | deformity; and mifeny, the | Excellency. of 

God, the fulneG of his Grace in Chris; admitting 

us to taſte the ſwcetnes of his Love, in forgiving E 
niquity, in ſanctifying our Nature, accepting dur 

Pezſon and Senvices, and ſettling us in a hope of 

Glory. Q-whac ſo refreſhing; and comforting! In 

„ Pit compariſan of this, Paul accounts. of all his Excelleu- 
3 ces hut as dung. Yea, tha Proptice prapaſes this, as 
. only fit to be glory'd in, ſaying, Let n. the Wiſe 
Fr. ix, Man glary in his Miſdom, nor the Rich Aus in. bis Ri- 
23. ches, der the:Mighty. Man in bis Strength, but let _> 
1 ++ 7 Rk | ba 


„% d _Xx- at ATE, HM 


— 


Miſt E:eellent ind Nieser 
— , Flory in this, that be knoweth me, that 1 
on 1 2 þ loving kindneſs; Bec. 2 


4 e ent, conſidering that it is 


great deſi gu by all the Methods of his grace to 
e Indo the Kade of him ſelf, particu- 
larly, in ſending our Bieſſ2d Saviour Into 1 
World, who, as the Rpoſtle tells us, is the bright- rb. i; 
meſs of $is Fathers Glory, the Expreſs Inikge of bis Per- 
ſow, ' He came not to 'make as! Wiſe and learned 

in che Wiſdom of this World, nor to Inſtruct us 

how we mighe poſſeſs dur felves wick the trea- 

ſures of it, nor to make us noble and honourable 
therein,” but to propagate in us the Knowledge of 

is Facher, by kus Dokttine, by his Example, and 
y his Death. In all which he'deſign'd to bring us 
ear unte God, and the nearer we come to the 
Obect, the more clear and diſtinct ſights and 
nowledge we have of it. For this end alſo he 
es Ms Word and Holy Spirit, chat by their 
operations un the Soul, 
ie dark Clouds and Fogs of Igforance: might be 
liperſt; and our und ings freed by Gracc, 
bn thoſe Impedimentz that hinder our growing ©» + 
p inthe knowledge of God, fince his ligt in rir 174i; ir, 

, ond [hives Mh W. 182,3. 

V. It is excellent; if we conſider the fpecial In- 
vence it will have upon us, how very ufeful and 
viceable it will be to us in the many great and 
od things it will do in and for us. II Men uſu- 
y meaſure the preeiouſneſs of things, by their 
efulneſs, chen we may fay of the Knowledge of 
we, us David did of Goliahs:\word, there: is none 
that, as it will in ſome good meaſure effect in 
theſe 6 at y chings at leaſt. iir, . 
r. Humilioy,' it will lay the ſinner low, migh- 
fink and abaſe the Soul. The knowledge of 
a Scatters the Miſts of Ignorance, which blinds 
& Underſtanding ; tis chat light which diſcovers | 
ay _ | 10 


dnjoyned Influences and 


I Same: 


De Rnowledge of G00 0 
to ũs our own-yileneſs and de formity by Sin, wicht 
the miſery of it, which is no ſooner apprebended, Il. 

but it pulls dawn the high Creſt, and lays low then 

moſt proud and haughity in Nature. How humble 

did the poor prodigal come, when he return'd tl 

his Wits, and came to himſelf; cemembring his 
Lb. xv. Rathers Houſe: and the fulneſs that was there 

Ho did it break Manaſſab into pieces, which no- 
thing elſe could do, His heart by his revolt from 
God, being harder than the Nether Milſtone 
But when by Afflictian he was brought to-knoy 
the Lord, and what a God he had provoked b 
His: Rebellions, even him; by whom the ſtronge 
Monarchs; (if wicked) will be certainly baffled 
when he enters the liſts with em, he no {oc 
ner took hold of {word and gauntlet, but King 
Manaſſab yields the day, in that; be bumbled hi 
2 Cre, ſelf greatly. Without doubt the more à Man ſet 
xxxiii, and knows of God, the more he ſinks into hum 
7 15 lity and ſelf-abhorrence. 
F ill caſt us down on the one hand, (il 


3,6. 2+ As it W | 

Iſai. vi, it will work us up into the likeneſs of Men, 
3. of God himſelf on the other. But perhaps y: 

may wonder what I mean, and may ſay, hy 

Man than by looſing the Knowledge of God, u 

by ſinking into worſe than a- brutiſh Ignorand 

transform'd. himſelf into fome other Rank of h 

ings, hath he loſt the form and Nature of a Mai 

to which I anſwer: The Form or Figure of 
Man, we retain, tho' that is but the Shadow, an 

not the Man, but thereby the noble Nature h. 

Man in his Otigiaal is loſt, in which happy ft 

be was: void of all evil habits,” free from inclu 

tions to any thing noxious and hurtful, and pra 

to every thing beneficial and good, until he MR 

begniled by che Serpent But now the caſe is qu ce 

_ otherwiſe; as is ſadly experienc'd by all, in n. 

Men Act under the Power of Ignorance and 

91 . cl 


; Moſt Excellent and: Neceſ aty, 

Wcious inclinations more like Bedlams, than Men of 
ich Reſon and Religion, Irregularly and 
ed, iy, having transform'd themſelves into 
heMBeaſt of Prey, whoſe Nature is virulaut and Sa- 
ble rage, as they are not only Injurious to themſelves 


toy gratifying their baſe Luſts and Paſſions, living 


in pleaſure, Prophaneneſs, Drunkneſs, Uncleaneſs, 
re FCovetiouſneſs, Immorality and Rebellion, but 
are hurtful and deſtructi ve to others. As from their 
enmity they hate one another. from their Ambition 
they ſack and undermine, and from their Merci- 
Wnarinefs and Cruelty (that infeſts and vexes the 


er. And as theſe with all the mad freiks that 
Men (and Mobbs) are guilty of, are the Conſe- 
quences of Ignorance, ſo, the knowledge of God, 
rould in a great -meaſure cure all theſe, reſtore 
Men to the rectitude of his Original Excellency, 
ntirely reconcile, and unite em in a league of 
me friendſhip, rendering em benign, and profi- 
ble to each other, anſwering that Character the 
Prophet gives of Chriſtians in Goſpel times, when 


and the young Lion, and the fatling together, and a lit- 
le chill ſhall:lead them. Aud the Cow and the Btar 


be Lion ſhall eat ram like the Ox. And the ſucking 
bild ſpall play on the bole of the Aſp. And the weaned 
bild ſtall put bis band on the Cockatrice Den. They ſball 
burt nor deſtroy in all Gods Holy Mountain, flere is 
I happy change indeed, but how comes it to paſs 2 
hy he tells us, 7he Earth ſhall be full of the Know- 


roughe up into the likeneſs of Man in his Origi- 


. 


ny; ſo deſireable to Gd. 25 


rniciouſ- 
ſts, yea, 


World) they hurt, and many times ruin one ano- 


e fays; The Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and! 


ſai. vl, 
be Leopard ſall lie down with the Kid: and the Calf, * 7. 


ball feed, their young ones ſhall lie down together :: and 


lege of the Lord; From hence it is that ſinners are 


and do Govern emſelves in ſome meaſure b 
fame noble Principles of Religion and-Hunta- 6. D 
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ud not only ſo; butat works: him up into the 
likeneſs of & dd himſeif, the knowledge af whom 
will powerfully mauld and transform the Soul into 
his Image, work a:thorough change in, and make 
us quite other creatures then we were before, lea“ 
ding us into a coaformity to him ho is the Ob · 
jeck of our knowledge. True it is, from the blind - 
neſs of out underſtanding and the power of Igno- 
ob. iy, ANCE We were alienated from the life'of God, and wal. 
Epb. i 12d according to the courſe of bit World, But it is the 
chap, Knowledge of God, whereby we are formed 4 
ni, 2 new after his Image, and that furniſhes: the Soul 
with anew frame, effectually er us to ſup: 
preſs evil propenſions, to lay aſide evil habits, to 
abandon ſinful practices, and to grow up into the 
1 pr polity — we 7 apr ant my m 
xii,.1$, With open ing as ina giaſs tbe glory of tae 
a Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, = | 
3. The Knowledge of God will work in our 
hearts ſtrong love and Affection to himſelf, for 
_ which purpoſe Natural knowledge, or the know- 
_ _ _ ledge of natural things; tho it be very great, will 
be inſignificant, tis true, this kind of knowledge 
may furniſh a Man with pretty notions, - pleaſing 
ſpeculations, and render him acceptable in Con- 
_ verſation. But it will never awake our Affection 
fo, as to give them Motion God- ward, and to fix 
upon him, tho' he be the ſum of all beauty, yea, 
Amiableneſs it ſelf. But to know him who is ſus 
preamly excellent, muſt needs kindle in us ſuitable 
affections to him. To know him in the de ſtribu 
tions of his love and grace, cannot he without lo- 
x Job. Hing bim, who frf loved us, and that ,a time when 
Ei“ we were ſo unlovely- chat ns one pitiad ut. Daviſ 
xvi, knew him anſwering his Prayers, and therefars 
|  Fſcxvi, he reſolves to love him more than erer. A 
©. Magdalen knew him iu the power of his Grace, ci: 


2 vi King out of her ſeven Devils, and pardoning hs 


— 


ee ene en, b 

any: line, :wheretore ſhe. oved wilche- The Speuſe 
\Wenſible of his love in the benefits of his Favour. -,.:  ÞM 
Which ſhe compares to an Oyntment poured forth, che 
our whereof was ſo. endearing and raviſhing, Cant. i, 
hat the next thing we hear, "18, -The Vi ir fins. eue 153. N 
I Tocknow thus, and not to love him, is not, g. 
ebe. Se- Tobn telling us, He that lo werb not 


4 


1 nweth not God, for Goll. is Dur. Nr een endogen 
The knowledge of God, will put us upon 
Duty, and make us active to expreſs in the Life, 


hat is in the Heart, as a right knowledge of him 
vorkerb affection, ſo affection breaks forth into 
Sion, it being the property of Love, to do any 
ing, yes, every thing. that may pleaſe the belo-- 8 
ed, Which our Bleſſed Saviour intimates, ſay- —_—_ 


. He: 3hat loverb me, will keep my. ſayings. Wich . 
ie Wat obedĩence correſpondent to our knowledge oz. 


im, we Arg but Ignorant, tho our ſpeculations 


48 
* 


ur ere as ſublime as thoſe of Devils. No doubt but 

or Sons, had a knowledge of God and his Law 

u. Education, their. conſtant attendance at his Al 
fler, and their dayly. miniſtring beſore him, in the 
ge gets Office, by reaſon of which great Favour 
02nd honour beſtow'd on em, they were under th 
5 ranger obligation to maintain a moſt exemplary 


ecorum, "(as all Miniſters are) but contrary wiſe, 
hey were ſo notoriously: vile in their Behaviour, 


0, hat che Lord, notwithſtanding their honour and 
lu eraneement lays them low enough, as he fixes n 
big and of Iafamy upon am, calliog them Sent af . 
* Nelial, i, E-of. wickednels, and the teaſon of their 


udacious and {ſcandalous practices, is, They: know | 

t me {aith ther Lord. Miniſters who either do, or 
gat to know more of God, than others, if their 
arerſation be not anſwerable thereto, namely, 


Ane ane Exemplary. Tis certain they know him 
ee ne other than Mountabanks, and mere 
* tende, The Apoſtle telling us, He that ſaith” 


* | » ». 


nm * 
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CI. n 
| 1 Job IA B «ad. hineb vit bi Commendeicts, 
S * lar, dud thr truth is t in ln. 8 
. The knowledge of God will york id us Al. 
Re Hance, and powerfully diſpoſe us to truſt in him, 
= * Xt 2 whom there is every thing ce quiſice to render ü 


Him the only worchy obje > of our confidence; 
3 pf is, _ which Conſideration David a ys, That they 
. who know rby Name, will put their T in thee. duo 


35 know him in his Power, Love, and Fairhfulneſ, 
will truſt him in all, wich all; and for all, in ere⸗ 
try ſtate and oondition, whether proſperous ot a 
verſe, ' as preſperity will not raiſe a pious Man vi 
bove the acings of his Faith in God, ſo'adveriityMf 
| ; ſhall not ſink Hen below it. No, ſays Fob; under 
F. Jeb, a very ſore Tryal, Tho! be tay we, yet Tera 
tho. bim. Such « $oul will raft God with all, with him 
14 5 „ſelf, his liſe, his affairs, and the Iſſues of the 
| 23. ' knowing; Thet'its not in 'Man that walketh ts dink 
bien fopr. Even ſo, he will eruſt kim for all, ant 
—"— will not ſuſpect his love; who hath promiſed up 
3 _  plye, nor his faichfulneſs to perform, ſince be wi 

—x —_— or{ake them that ſeek bim. Neersen 
= will jooſem our hearts, and migbtily wen 
WES — — the things of this World, th 
Diſeiples ſesing Chriſt transfigured, which wi 
but a very faint ſhaw of the gl of God, wen 
foifar tranſported, as in a raptute to ſay, Lord, 
Ils good r as ta e berg. Louth were they to deſcen 
_ from the Moutit, to converſe wick the Men anf 
things of the Earth, account hem no way we 
thy: 06 their love, and regard. Much more tt 
know God in the riches of his and E xcellcil 
Glory; will fo quaſh and cool our affections as t 
make 3 becomes of the Eartt 
I M tenatey _—_ tempt of the things 
it. The Primitive hriſtians. / Suffer d 2 a 
1 1 e ab; white, they by faith took a view of the 
3% deter Things, a * 


— 1 ——— — 
4 q 
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Mol ee ant eee, 1 
n. Others aceounted their ffferings _ * 
perſecntors ts be 


light and momentary, while 
tf leked at God and things 2 And St. 2 
admitted to a fi 


he of (hs Exceltent Glory, dein g _ 
en up into the rhird Heavens, ſo deadned his Ml 
fecions' to the World, that 2 he was ſet 
bun again, had not the Lord humbled him, by bt 
Meſſenger of 5atan,'tis probable he had behaved 
me quite different, to other gobd Men, have 
ded himfelf in his Viſions and Revelations, and _ 
chaps have ſpoken of things unfawful for him. 4. by 
ue tho” he was thus prevented by Affliction, and the 12 
ade ſenfible he now was on Earth, and not in vers. 
en, fo fwallowed up with Viſions, that he 
ew hot whether be wr in the Rody, or ont of the 

„ Yer fuch an Impreffion did that ' fight of 
zod and Glory make upon him, that while he was 
| the World; he ſcarcely ever ſpoke of himſelf, 
ether than a dead Man, ſo mortify'd in his de- 
es do and afrer the things of the Earth, that he 
argeld em lic le more, than a dead Man doth: 
Actiohs of this Life,  fays he, f an crucify'd to Gal. vi, 
le World: "8&6. "Is 
7: The knowledg of God, of all other things is * 
ſofal to Work in Pious Souls ardent deſires to; ane 4 0 

N 


der him; Man, whilſt here, will have ſome- 

iug, Which he accounts his chief good, and ir's 

s, char they, who know God, will fix on 

Wa only; diſdaining to ſet any upon the level with 

im, as chere is none fit to be compared with him, 

teretore David declares upon a deliberate choughr 
things, That there is none in Heaven but God; nar 

en Barth be de fires beſides him. This will make | 

Hvety and vigorous: in our vr 3, im in his 

Kinauces while we live, nay, it will ſo far recon 

le us co death, 4s to make us willing to die, as 

Iz Which is beſt, dratn putting good Men into 

7 — * their G99; 8 brings me a 

a 2 
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FF AB The Knowhden of, GOD) 
VI. And laſt thing; by which I defigh to-ſhew 
von that the knowledge. of God is mot excellent, 
and that is. the -bleflednelſs; wherennto it, tends, 
| which is Eternal Life and Happineſs, as our Bleſ- 
Feb. (ed Saviour faith, This it Eternal Life, that. ue may 
xvii, iii, Eno thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whon 
' thou haſt ſent. Now, if as we uſually. ay, that's 
_. well, that ends well, then; What more excellent 
ſince to know God, is Heaven and happineſs be- 
gun here, and will be be in a more clear 
E - -- Tight, and perfect knowledge of him in Heaven 
E -  _ © hereafcer:- Lnow-paſs in tzde + + 
Tui place, to ſhew, that.it.is neceffary to e- 
very one of us. And tho enough has been ſaid u 
.. evince the truth of that, we ſhall notwithſtanding 
7 * few. particulars ſnew you wherein it is ſo 
, LEG darts id ogg aim guy Er 4 
Ff. The knowledge of God is neceſſary, as it 
will guard us againſt, and ſecure us from the p- 
wer. and dominien of Sin. Altho' the Being ot 
1 Sin is not removed, but does conſiſt, with the fil 
| -- +, leſt knowledge of God, the moſt mortify'd Chi 
lian ever attained to in this life. Vet it's certain 
that they who live and Act under the power of Sin 
Are Ignorant of God. The Reaſon why Men bring 
75 A, fag the bitter fruits of à vicious Life, and proce 
.” Favth evil te evil, is becauſe they know not be Lord. The 
knowledge of whom lays ſuch reſtraints on cholt 
who ate acquainted with him in his Holineſs ant 
Taftice, in his Omnipotence and Omniſeience, hi 
rewards, and terrours &c. as renders it hard an 
Mifficult, yea Amoſt impoffible for ſuch to Sin b 
choice and allowance, but will rather baftle t 
mmioſt charming temptation in demanding, as 7 
d Jepb of his alluring Miſtriſs, How can 1 de his gr. 
n, Vickedneſs and Sin againſt God. 195 
9s; Secendly. It is neceſſary as it will poyſe ti 
Soul, and keep it upon the Balance 1 
"1 r IE o 
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_  Mift Excellent and Neceſſary. LE 29 
\ pgs that paſſe upon our Perſons,” or Fortunes 1 
this World, which does little elſe but ring 
changes upon us from the great uncertainty of 
A chings in it, no Man being ſure, he ſhall to 
worrow enjoy what he calls his own; and is Ma- 
ter of to day, as not Enoiving whbat: a day may bring pro. 
Fe. And when Men of the World fall under che xxvii,. 
1 difappointments, and ſuſtain the loſs of their belo- ?+ 
ved enjoyments, how grievous and unſufferable is 
it to them, it afflicts their Bodies, torments their 
minds, renders em eas-leſs and reſt-leſs, fills them 
with com plaint and ſorrow, makes them, to con- 
duc e they are undone, and truly ſometimes it hap- 
pens as their exceſs of ſorrow and fear breaks their 
conſtitution, throws them into melancholy, and 
makes them a prey to death, and all for want of 
à God to ſtay themſelves upon. And when pro- 
ſperity attends them, how are they. puft up there- 
with, like a blader with wind, and full of con- 
ceit of themſelves, their own. conduct and manage- 
ments, aſcribing their ſucceſſes to theit own Wiſ-: 
dom and Prudence, denying; at leaſt forgetcing: 
the God of their merc ies 
But the knowledge of God will keep the,Soul 
on the balance from the inconveniences of theſe 
Ups and Downs. As it will make us humble in 
proſperity, look back to the Rock out of which 
we were hewed. And in memory of our Original 
(duſt of the Earth) will ſay, with David, under 
our higheſt advancements, What am I O Lord God, 
and what is my Fathers Houſe, that thou baſt broug let 
me bitberto c. On the other hand, if at any time 39 
"a Pious Soul is under diſtreſs from preſling feares __ ' 
o Enemies and dangers approaching, ſhe will in 
luch'a caſe fey and quiet berſelf in the LordGod, known"s _ 
that he can ſuſtain us under, protect us in, and dle. 
rer us out of all our troubles when he pleaſes. 
Nay, ſuppoſe a Perſon who knows the * 
* = Ca We 
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rod. not the' Lord, neither will: I tee 1ſradl go. 
„. not knowing Chriſt᷑ was the 3 of his perſecu- 


VB 405 ix, quich is, Lord what wilt thou have me ta do 2 evident 


Heb. xi, bat comes wnts. bins, - muſt believe (or know) that be 
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t of his all; be will not TY and 
murmur bog rovidence, or charge Gad fooliſhly, 
but will de alm and quiet, us one reſigmd to his 
upon His Goodneſs for Food 
and Raymeut, wich reſignation and content. And 
— . any time ſuch a' one be dejected for a while, 
ec after a little pauſe, he will gain a recovery, 
And frame an Anthem ole pat por ac; Fob did, ſay- 
V 1475 7 * Sort E T 
way. an e Namg of the Lor | 

: (Thirdly. It is neceſſary, as there is no ſerving 
him? (ac leaſt) in a right manner without it, un- 
leſs we know God, fo, as to make him the Object 
of our Faich, of our Love and deſire, we ſhall ne · 
ver acknowledge him the Object of our Worſhip 
and ſervice. The ground of Pharaoh's tefuſing to 

_ obey the Lord, was his Ignorance; ſays he, know 
Aud Paal! 


ISDF 


ting him, in his Church and Members, who, mee- 
ting with him in the way, and demanding of Saul 
Why be perſecutad bim? his firſt enquiry was, bs 
art thou Lord? to which Chriſt had no ſooner re- 
ply d, informing him who he was, but his next en- 


it is, where God is not known, he is not ſerved, 
and to the end chat Men may ſerve him, Paul in- 
fers tha Nece ſiity of knowing him, ſaying, He 


i, But if Men who know not God, ſhould by 


chance fix upon him, as the Object of their Wor- MI 
ſmhipi it is not poſſible N ſhould hit upon the man- Br 

K ner allo. Or. WHT ſhip bim ar ight, any more than che de 
an, Juperfiitious Acbeniens did, on whoſe Altar the A- BY" 
ui. potlle found (his: Laſeription, Ta the unknown God. Fo 
23. 3 The Koowledge of Gal is Neceflary, q 

| as it will have a mighty: Iuftaence on the: Spirit 2 
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en Revlon bot Veto.” - _ 
Men of a ranks,” to govern emſelves in ſuch a 7 
manner as to be obliging and ſetviceable to one a- | 
- 


Uther, This will make Princes wiſe, to. Rule in; 
Righteouſneſs, to abhor oppreffion, and in thei 
whole Adminiſtration to approve/emfetvesrb7 Alis. 
nter of God, for good to their 8 And it Will 
make Subjects hoy iy Roe tg; Ob2dient to their 
Sovereign, not as it is now adays with many, who 
laſt Year in a Noiſy manner cry'd up Non-Refi* 
ſtance, who are teſtleſs this year, and if they could 
would wreſt che Scepter out of their Sovereigas 
hand, by their fact ious Mobs, and Traiterous Schemes, 
but to Hate Refiſtance. S0 in all other Relations 
the knowledge of God will powerfully engage 
Men in their whole converſation, to be inoffenſive 
and beneficial. But e 5 
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Fiftbly; and laſtly, It is neceſſaty as qur com- 
pleat and perfect happineſs will conſiſt in the per- 
fe& knowledge and clear Viſton of God hereafter. 
Whatever Men think of a ſtate of TIgnoranc:, I . 

know not. But ſure Iam, it is nor fa pleaſng „ Io 
now; 364 will be is-taſtful, when Chrif ſhall be 2 . 
Ne e flaming Fire, to take vengeance on them, gr. | 
who kndW #9t God. A State of Ignorance finally pte iv, 45 

ſever'd in, is a loſt State. And tho' many donbr- 

kf do know God with ſuch a knowledg as hath. 

been deſcribed in the Power of his. Grace, and 
Communications of his Love and Goodneſs, aad 

to be their God in Covenant, on which Account 

they are Happy above others, yet' their happineſs 

bit very Imperfect, as they know but in part. 
But in Heaven they fhall know as they are known, 720 
be admicted to an open, clear, and Eternal Viſi- : 

on,” and nothing there ſhall interrupt our View 

md ESjoymenr of him. Our happineſs ſhall be 

perſecty as there we ſhall be like him, for we b _ 

ſee-bim, as be is. I now conclude with 2 or 3 Re- a. 
letions. And n 15 


| God, WhO is recommended hot only to meer Men, 
but to Princes and Monarchs as the only worthy 
Obje of their Study and knowledge. "Like 
ben (as Moles ſaid). there. is. not... any. amongſt the 
Gods, . Whoſe glocy has exalted him above the 


. continually adore. It is he, whom Men of the 


only and ſure Guide, and bsſt Inheritance, and to 


| teſt ſecuricy and happineſs to know and ſerve him, 


us with his Favour here, and his Glory. hereafcec. 
Me lhall have his ear open to all our ſuits, and our 


2 or deſirous to .know- by what means they ma) 
4 | abu the true knowledge of God, to which I at. 
w 


- Now, 3; may ſee and know Him, Whois Iaviſible, even 4 
20. AE Power and Godbead. ol L 
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Fif I laber hence, the ſupream excellency of 


unt 


Heavens, and placed him not only above the con- 
ceptions of Men, but of Bleiſed Angels whom they 


Higheſt Rank and greateſt Dignity in the World, 
Yea, whom Men, no leſs good then great do glo- 
ry in, as their highelt happineſs, and whom they 
recommend to their B loved hildren, as their 


whom Homage is que from Crowned. Heads, as 
well as others, which David acknowledgeth, "a 
ing, And thou Solomon Big Son, kuow: thou. the Gel 
of thy Father aud ſerve bim. 

. Secondly. That it is our trueſt Incereſt, and gres 


as thereby we ſhall be greatly pleaſar'd-and pro- 
© ted with an Eajoyment of himſelf, who, is Infi- 
nmitely che. beſt. it we ſerve him as che. F fect of 

ur knowing im. He will adopt us into his houſe 
80 will treat us as his Children, he will  fatl&if: 


* e x For if we, Jock bine, he will be found 


4A * 
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” Bur by this time, ſome ag perhaps 3 


er. (1) Contemplate his is Works, look abort 
von, beneath yen, and round about vou. -Bzhold 
and view the Wonders of his Hands, in chem you 
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© Serbndly. View him in the glaſs of his Word (the | 
Holy Scriptures) Read them, and ſtudy him, much 
in the revaleticn he hath given us of himſelf chere- 
in Faith in, or knowledge of him comes there 
by God by his Word is more ttuly perſented to 
in his Nature and Properties, chan the Perſona. 
of alan can poſſibly be in the moſt lively pictur 
drawn of him. I have heard, that a late Monarch 
coming into the apartment of one of his Nobles, 
and ſeing a large Bible lie there, he ſaid: to him, 
My Lord, do you read this Book, I have left rea- 
ding chis Book long ſince: But if it was ſo, what 
could be more contrary to the Duty of Prinees, 
bo are enjoyn'd to read therein all the days of 
mere lives, that they m__ govern in the fear of 
"WH God, and for the good of their People. Deut. xvii, © 
, 19, 20. And who may not believe it was ſo, 
that conſiders what a Scene of Wickedneſs his 
Reign opened, how Ignorance and ſuperſtition 
prevailed, and a general corruption of manners 
was encourag d and countenanc'd, When the proud 
"Were counted , and thoſe that work d wickedneſs 
were ſet up. But it was quite otherways with Ho- 
ly David, who ſaid, I will not know (i. e: approve) yſ. cis 
4 wicked Perſon, thoſe who- tell lies and worked deceit 
ſhall not abide in my ſight, mine Eyes ſhall be upan the 
faithful of the land, and thoſe only who walk uprightly 
is the way ſball ſerve me. And was it not for this 
that Male Miniſters 8 and maligned him, and 
caus'd him ſo much trouble and fear by the Wic- 
ked Inventions they privily hatch'd and treache- 
rously carry d on againſt him. And is it ſor any 
ether cauſe in our Soyereign Lord King George, but 
the like Religious, and ' Generous Reſolution to 
hate the Wicked and to protect the Godly, that a 
late ſet ef Men (ſo Jaftily abandon d) do with their 
adherents ſo trayterously conſpire againſt his Per- 
ang Government, as of late hath appeared in 
i B Traben. 
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Firöur of I Know not what; mbre than hüt ow: 

avarice, a darling for which they wound have be- 
tray d the Nation into Popery and Slavery, had not 

God kindly» ſent: our King to ſave and Aleer us 

from ſo great Miſery. 5 7 

Thirdly, Be earneft in prayer to:God, — he 
wou d manifeſt himſelf to thy Soul; he only can 
and will do it, if we ſeek him according to his 
Word, believingly. And now ere we conclude, 
Who will not pray for our King as well from the 
het 1 of Gratitude, as Duty, eſpecially, ſince Ro- 
examples are ſo condueive to promote the 
nowledge of God ? Has he not in effect more 
chan once, told us from the Throne, that he will 
protect all his People in their juſt; Rights, and in 
that they may be as good and happy as they will Hof 
Beides covfider the burdens which preſs him from Nof 
the ill behaviour of an ungtateſul People, who bu 
contrary to the ſolemneties of Oaths, have ſtird 4 
up Rebellion by cumultuous Rioters diſturbing the / 
Peace of his Government, and whereby 2 in · ¶ ſar 
vite hisE ne mies from abroad to Invade higDomi Sa 
nions 3 which to prevent or defeat, muſt coſt him N oſ 
boch care and pains. Pray therefore that God cht 
would graciously protect his Perſon, direct his 

-Councels, proſper his Armes, make hip ictocious, 

* him à long and happy Reiga over a Peace- 

ul ond a Loyal People, that che Scepter in his 
hand may be a tetrour fe his and eu,, Eaemics;ant 

a. on his own' N e e long flov- 

21 1 97928 iin van . 

Fourthly. Diligenalyiimproye what knowledg d 
God voa have, Tallents 5mprov's -encreaſe, che 
Lord ſays, They ſhall know, t follow; an to: brow 
. and that ſſurb as ſret N e f 

eee eee ee e ; 
Tua Ad i ue 
e das, nas. to o<glect he - 


knowin 


- 8”. 
=. 


SE 6 ie 
Moſt Excellent and Neceſſar y „ Ir 3 
knowing him who is ſupreamly excellent, would” - x 
be to treat the ever Bleſſed God, with the fowleft "4" 
contempt we are capable, and to proclaim - our- 
ſelves the greateſt Fools by ſuch a negle&, as 
thereby (in our Ignorance) we publiſh him the 
leaft deficable, as we prefer our carnal intereſts 
above, and the pleaſing our luſts before him. But * 
what may ſuch expect on their thus forſaking the — 
Lord, But to be caſt off for ever. And by the weight 8 
of this wrath to be funk into wiſery, no leſs diſ- 
mal than Eternal. Which to avoid, let us all ſtudy 
to know God in his Righteous Dominion, who 
bas prepared bis Throne in the Heavens, And bis King- * 
dom ruleth «ver all. By ſubmitting our ſelves to him - * 
in the Obedience of his will, and to the diſpoſin 7 
of his providence. Whoſe will alone is the Standar 
of the Obedience not only of Men and Monarchs, | 
bur of bleſſed Angels alſo; of whom it's ſaid, be 
4 bit Commandments, hearkening to the Voice of bit v. 209 
Herd. Let us all do ſo, from the Prince to the pea- — 150 
ſant, ſo ſhall our King be compaſs'd about with 
dalvation, and Peace ſhall be upon Iſrael. Which God 
of his Mercy grant, and that we all may know 


the God of our (Royal) Father, and ſerve him. 
A M E N. | 
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